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Quetta, July 31, 2025 — In a powerful display of federal-provincial collaboration, the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), in partnership with
the Government of Balochistan, successfully hosted a two-day seminar series on July 30 and 31 under the theme: “Women’s Economic Empower-
ment and Building Sustainable Ecosystems for Women Entrepreneurs.”

Held in Quetta under GRASP (Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress) project, the event sought to strengthen policy dialogue,
institutional support, and community engagement to enhance the role of women, especially in entrepreneurship, agriculture, and livestock as key
drivers of economic development.

The first seminar took place at the Governor House on July 30, bringing together notable federal and provincial leaders, including the Governor of
Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Education, Federal Ministry of Poverty Alleviation, Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Provincial Minister of
Education and the Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development.

The second seminar, held on July 31, featured the Speaker Provincial Assembly Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Education and Professional
Training , Federal Ministry for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, along with contin-
ued participation from the federal and provincial leadership, civil society, academia and media.

The two-day series attracted broad participation from women entrepreneurs, academic institutions, civil society organizations, and community
leaders, establishing it as a truly inclusive, cross-sectoral platform for change.

A central feature of both seminars was the exhibition of women led small and medium enterprises (SMEs) supported by the GRASP project. These
stalls showcased diverse ventures in agriculture, livestock, food processing, and traditional crafts, reflecting the ingenuity and resilience of women
entrepreneurs across Balochistan.

Visiting the exhibition, the Governor of Balochistan stated:

“Women across Balochistan are playing a vital role in agriculture and rural enterprise. Their efforts must be matched with sustained institutional
support and policy recognition.”

Echoing this, the Speaker of Provincial Assembly Balochistan emphasised:

“Women’s empowerment is not only a social priority but an economic necessity. We are committed to creating a policy environment where
women-led businesses can thrive sustainably.”

The seminars highlighted the critical need to develop sustainable and inclusive ecosystems that enable women to participate fully in economic life.
Key discussions focused on access to finance, digital tools, markets, training, land rights, and gender-sensitive policies for sectors like agriculture and
livestock.

The Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training remarked:

“Education is the first pillar of empowerment. By integrating entrepreneurship and vocational skills into our education system, we prepare women
not just to earn but to lead””

Federal Minister of Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of Pakistan added: “Economic empowerment begins at the grassroots. When women are
equipped with tools, knowledge, and ownership, entire communities advance.”

Deputy Speaker Ghazala Gola called for strategic interventions:

“We need laws and budgets that are not symbolic but strategic—grounded in data, evidence, and political will to uplift women, especially in rural
sectors.”

The Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development stressed:

“This is about system-building, not short-term projects. Whether it’s livestock value chains or digital inclusion, women must be central to all develop-
ment planning.”

DG Public Relation and Secretaries of different government departments like Women Development, Planning and Development and Agriculture also
graced the event. While the Secretary of Women Development Department said, “The department is fully aligned with government priorities for
inclusive and sustainable development for economic growth of the province!” Secretary of Agriculture acknowledged the gap in recognition of
women'’s contributions:

“Women have historically been under-recognized in agriculture and livestock. Our focus now is on making these sectors truly inclusive and
gender-responsive.”

The seminars were further enriched by active engagement from academia, including faculty, students, and researchers who brought
evidence-based insights into policy, market access, and gender equity. Their contributions introduced long-term perspectives essential for systemic
reform.

In addition, the strong presence of civil society organizations and community leaders ensured that discussions remained grounded in real world
challenges and aspirations transforming the event from a policy forum into a community informed call to action.
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Balochistan Leadership Reaffirms Commitment to Women'’s Economic Empowerment

The Government of Balochistan reaffirmed its commitment to advancing women'’s development and economic inclusion
during a high-level seminar series held in Quetta under the EU funded GRASP project which is being implemented
International Trade Centre in partnership with Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF). The two-day event was jointly
organised by PPAF, Government of Balochistan and Paigham-e-Pakistan. The seminars brought together federal and
provincial leaders who together shared their learnings and discussed pathways to move forward with an integrated
approach. Event also saw participation from civil society, and women entrepreneurs to explore pathways for inclusive
growth across agriculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors.

Representing women in Balochistan and government’s mandate Dr. Rubaba Khan Baledi, Advisor to the Chief Minister on
Women Development emphasised the importance of institutionalising support for women across all levels of planning
and implementation. “This is about system-building, not short-term projects. Whether it’s livestock value chains or digital
inclusion, women must be central to all development planning. Without embedding gender equity in governance and
economic planning, sustainable development will remain out of reach” she stated.

Speaking to the ceremony, Ms. Ghazala Gola, Deputy Speaker Provincial Assembly, Balochistan echoed the need for
strategic action, calling for gender-responsive policies and dedicated budgets. “We need laws and budgets that are not
symbolic but strategic, policies and actions grounded in data, evidence, and political will to uplift women, especially in
rural sectors. Only then can we close the gap between intent and impact” she noted.

Mes. Saira Atta, Secretary Women Development Department also graced the event and reaffirmed the department’s
mission to institutionalise gender representation across all government departments.”We will ensure women'’s representa-
tion at every level and foster stronger inter-departmental collaboration to deliver meaningful change. his is not just a
gender issue it's a governance imperative” she stated.

The Ministry of Women Development and women political representatives from Balochistan strongly resonated with
PPAF’s mission of fostering inclusive economic growth and advancing women's empowerment. Their active participation
underscored the Government of Balochistan’s collective will to strengthen gender-responsive governance and create an
enabling environment for women-led growth in agriculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors. The event also featured
exhibitions of women-led SMEs supported by GRASP, showcasing innovation and resilience from across the province.

By convening diverse actors and reinforcing leadership at the highest levels, the seminar series marked a significant step
forward in shaping inclusive and sustainable development pathways with women leading the way.
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In a powerful display of feder-
abprovinclal collaboration, the Pa-
kistan Poverty Alleviation Fund
(PPAFL in partnership with the
Government of Balochistan, yes-
torday successfully hosted a two-
day sominar that concluded here
on Thursday under the theme:
“Women's Economic Empower-
mant and Bullding Sustainablo
Ecosystems for Women Entrepre-
neurs”

Huld under GRASP (Growth for
Rural Advancement and Sustain-
able Progress) project, the event
sought 1o strengthen policy dia-
Jogue, institutionsl support, and
community engagement to en-
hance the role of women, especial-
Iy In entrepreneurship, agricul-
ture, and livestock as key drivers
of econamic development.

The

First day of the seminar took
place at the Gowernor House on
July 30, bringing together nota-
ble federal and provincial lead-
ers, including the Governor of Ba-
lochistan, the Federal Minister
lor Edweation, Federal Minlatry

1 TR
of Poverty Alleviation, Provincial
Minister of Agriculiure. Provin-
wcial Minister of Education and the
Advisor to the Chief Minister on
‘Women Devilopment.

Second day of the seminar, held
on july 31, festured the Speaker

ation

nt, ecosystems for female e

Provincial Assembly Balochistan
. the Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Professional Train-
iny , Federal Ministry for Pover-
ty Alleviation and Social Satety
of Pakistan, the Deputy Speak-
er of the Halochistan Assembly,

along with continued participa-
thon from the federal and provin-
clal leadership, civil society. aca
demia and media

The two-day series attracted
broad participation from women
entreprencurs, academic institu-

16 Pages, Regd. Mo, NFR-004
VL Ko, G Iy
R A T

FRIDAY,
August 01,2025

ntrepreneurs

tions, civil society organtzations,
and community leaders, establish-
Ingitay a truly inclusive, cross-sec
toral platierm for change

A central feature of both vemi
nars was the exhibition of women
led small and medivm enterprises
(SMEs) supported by the GRASP
project. These stalls showcaned
diverse wentures in agriceliure,
livestock, food processing. and
traditional crafts, reflecting the in-
penuity and resilisnce of women
entrepreneurs across Salochstan,

Former Speaker of the Ba
lochistan Assembly, Rahila Dur-
rank, Minister of State for Federal
Education & Prolessional Train-
ing Wajiha Qamar and other par-
ticipants at the concluding event
of the two-day seminar ‘Wam-
en's Economic Empowerment and
Building Sustainable Ecosystoms
for Women Entrepreneurs” held in
Quetta.

https://www.nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2025-08-01/page-11
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cmpowerment’ held
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Event on
advancing
women'’s
economic

inclusion held

Our correspondent
Istamabad

The Govemment of
Balochistan has reaffirmed
its commitment to advanc-
ing women's economic in-
clusion and development
through a high-level seminar
series under the EU-funded
GRASP project, imple
mented by the International
Trade Centre in partnership
with the Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation Fund (PPAF),

The twoday event,

joluuy organised by PPAF,

Government  of
Balochhtm and Paigham-e-
Pakistan, brought together
federal and provincial lead-
ers, civil society representa.
tives, and women en-
trepreneurs (o explore
strategies for inclusive
growth in agriculture, lives
stock, and enterprise sec-
tors.

Dr. Rubaba Khan Baledi,
Advisor to the Chief Minis-
ter on Women Development,
stressid the need for institu-

projects,” she said, urging
for women's central role in
value chains and digital in-
clusion initiatives.

ML s M. ~e s

Ghazala Gola, Deputy

responsive laws and dedi-
cated budgets grounded in
evidence and political will,
“We must close the gap be
tween intent and impact,”

she emphasised

The seminars also fea-
tured exhibitions of women-
led SMEs supported by
GRASP, showcasing innova-
tion and resilience from
across the province,

https://e.thenews.com.pk/pindi/02-08-2025/page 14
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Prosperous Balochistan essential for
developed Pakistan: Fed Minister

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Federal Minister
for Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety, Syed Imran
Ahmed Shah, has said that a
prosperous Balochistan s
essential to the dream of a
developed Pakistan. He made
these remarks while addressing
a ceremony held under the
Poverty Alleviation GRASP
{Growth for Rural
Advancement and Sustainable
Progress) initiative, themed
around empowering women in
the agricultural sector.

The event was attended by
Balochistan Governor Sheikh
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail,
Provincial ~ Minister  for
Education Ms. Raheela
Durrani, members of civil soci-
ety, dignitaries, and other
notable figures.

The Federal Minister stated

that Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif places special emphasis
on Balochistan's development.
He said his visit was undertak-
en on the Prime Minister's
directive to personally assess
the region's challenges-espe-
cially those affecting children
and girls-and to work in close
coordination with all stake-
holders, particularly the
provincial govemment, to find
meaningful solutions.

"My heart beats with
Balochistan," he remarked,
reaffirming his commitment to
uplift the province's youth,
especially women and girls,
through targeted poverty alle-
viation measures.

On the occasion, the
Minister announced 200 schol-
arships for underprivileged
students Continued on page 7

| Ministry
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Prosperous Balochistan essential for
developed Pakistan: Fed Minister

Continued from page [

of the Women
University, 100 sewing
machines for deserving

women, and 100 wheel-
chairs for persons with dis-
abilities in Balochistan. He
also  highlighted  that
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal is pro-
viding medical assistance

jof up to Rs. 1.5 million for

critical healthcare needs.
"Through inclusive
development rooted in edu-
cation and social safety, we
not only transform lives but
directly attack the roots of
voverty," he emphasized.
Discussing the broader
nature of poverty, the
Minister noted: "At the
of - Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety, we believe poverty
1s not just income depriva-
tion; it's also about margin-

| alization, lack of opportuni-

' ty, and unequal access to

resources."
He especially praised the
Pakistan Poverty

Alleviation Fund (PPAF)

tor its role under the
GRASP project-a six-year
initiative funded by the
Furopen Union, manaced
by the International Trade
("entre, and implemented in
collaboration with the FAQ
and PPAF.

The project spans 22
underserved districts across
Pakistan, including 12 in
Sindh and 10 in

Balochistan. Its goal is to

eradicate rural poverty and
promote inclusive, sustain-
able economic growth by
enhancing income and
employment opportunities
for both men and women. It
also aims to increase pro-
ductivity and profitability
of Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs)
engaged in primary produc-
tion, services, and value
addition.

The Minister highlighted
the tangible impact of the
program, under which 399
matching grants worth
approximately Rs. 1.52 bil-
lion have directly benefited

rural entrepreneurs.
Furthermore, 24
Memorandums of ,
Understanding ~ (MoUs)

have been signed with
financial institutions.—As
part of credit guarantee
schemes, 13 financial insti- i
tutions have been support- {
ed, leading to 22 now offer- |
ing specialized financial {
services under the project. |

"Capacity building hask
remained a cornerstone of;

our strategy," he said, not- {

ing that 1,271

individuals ‘

have received training in ¢

financial literacy and busi-

ness planning, enabling
them to build sustainable,
profitable ventures,

Significantly, 48% of these
were women-owned enter-
prises, promoting financial
inclusion and economic
empowerment for rural
women.

e e —

"These  achievements
confirm that poverty allevi-
ation and inclusive devel-
opment are not solitary pur-
suits," he added.

"Only through coordinat-
ed efforts among govem-
ment, international part-
ners, civil society, and the
private sector can we build
a future where every
Pakistani has equal access
to opportunity.”

Federal Minister reaf- I
firmed his Ministry's com- |
mitment to strengthening
partnerships, expanding the
social safety net, and scal-
ing initiatives like GRASP
to transform lives through
planning, purpose, and
resolve-ultimately paving
the way toward a poverty-
free Pakistan.
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Pug
Governor stresses
practical work at
PPAF seminar on

women 1in agriculture

Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Balochisten Jafar Khan Man- |
dokhel emphasized the need for practical work along- |
side speeches at a seminar, expressing gratitude to Fed- |
eral Minister Syed Imran Ahmied:Shah for announcing |
200 scholarships for underprivileged female students of
Women University and providing sewing machinesand -
wheelchairs for other poor and disabled people in the
province. He stated these views while addressing par-
ticipants of 2 seminar organized by the Pakistan Poverty

Alleviation Fund (PPAF) at Govemor House Quetta, -

focusing on women farmers in economic development
and progress towards irmovation in agriculture.
The Govemor highlighted PPAF’s significant role in
promoting community-based development in Balo-
chistan, providing a strong foundation to rural institu- -
tions, facilitating market access, and actively promot-
ing women’s leadership at the grassroots level.
Governor Mandokhe] stated that the seminar aimed not
only to highlight problems but also to renew the re-
solve to overcome obstacles so that no woman farmer
is left behind. He stressed the importance of recogniz-
ing the equal social status and role of women, noting
that special care is given to women during Govemor
House office hours and meetings, with priority given to
addressing their problerns.
Governor Mandokhe] affirmed that the role of wom-
en cannot be ignored in any sector, be it agriculture,
economy, education, or politics. He emphasized that
farmers must maintain their self-respect while as-
sisting women and impoverished students. Governor
Mandokhel paid tribute to the efforts of the European
Union, Intemational Trade Center, PPAF, and partner

organizations. .

Ay Ly | 7R 5 o
QUETTA: Balochistan Governor Jaffar Khan Mand
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Datly "ludependent" Quetta.

m .

3. Y

okhel and Federal Minis-

ters Syed Imran Shah and Wajiha Qamar present 1 grant cheque of Rs10
million to man during a seminar organized by PPAF at Governor House.

Ministers say:

Poverty alleviation and Balochistan

development top priority of government

QUETTA (APP): Federal
Minister for Poverty Alle-
viation and Social Protec-
tion Syed Imran Ahmed
Shah and Federal Minister
of State for Education and
Professional Training
Wajiha Qamar on Wednes-
day said that poverty alle-
viation and development of
Balochistan are the top pri-
ority of federal government
to bring it as per other prov-
ince.

They said that the de-
velopment and prosperity
of women would play an
important role in economic
strength, poverty is not just
a lack of income, it is a re-
sult of deprivaticn, lack of

" opportunities and ‘unequal

access to resources, pov-
erty eradication and inclu-
sive development are not
possible alone saying that
only through coordinated
efforts between the govern-
meat, international part-
ners, civil society and the
private sector, we create a
future where every Paki-
stani gets equal opportuni-
ties, Balochistan would de-
‘velop when its women and
youth are empowered.

They expressed these
views while addressing an
event titled Women Lead-
ership and Modernization
in Agriculture here at Gov-
ernor House.

On this occasion,
Governor Balochistan

~ Poverty alleviation..

Continued from page 1

were also present. Syed
Imran Ahmed Shah said
that this is my first visit to
Balochistan, I make it clear
that our hearts beat with
Balochistan when I got the
ministry, 1 promised that
We would not feed fish but
teach them to catch them,
the second is to reduce
poverty and Balochistan is
the first priority in this re-
gard.

He said that it is ciear
how inclusive growth
through social protection
not only transforms
people’s lives but also di-
rectly targets the roots of
poverty.

© At fhe Ministry of
Poverty Alleviation and

Social Protéction, we be-
lieve that poverty is not
simply a lack of income but
aresult of deprivation, lack
of opportunities and un-
equal access to resources,
he said.

In this regard, [ would
like to specifically highlight
the efforts of the Pakistan
Poverty. He said that Alle-
viation Fund, which is be-
ing implemented through
the Growth for Rural Ad-
vancement and Sustainable
Progress Project, this six-
“year project is being imple-
mented with the financial
support of the European
Union, managed by the In-
ternational Trade Centre, in
partnership with FAO and
PPAF.

He stated that the

Sheikh  Jaffar Khan
Mandokhel, Provincial
Education Minister
Raheela Hameed Durrani,
Senator Sardar Umar
Gorgage, former Senator
Roshan Khursheed
Barocha, Provincial Advi-
sor for Women Develop-
ment Dr. Rubaba Buledi,
Secretary Agriculture Noor
Ahmed Pirkani, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Pakistan
Poverty Evaluation Fund ;
Nader Gul Bareach, |
Maulana Anwarul Hagq

Haqqani, Chief Executive

Officer of Balochistan Ru- |
ral Support Program Dr.

Tahir Rashid and others

Continued on page 2

scope of the project extends
to a total ot 22 disadvan-
taged and needy arcas of the
country, including 12 dis-
tricts of Sindh and 10 dis-
tricts of Balochistan. The
main objective of GRASS
is 10 eradicate poverty and
promote sustainable and
inclusive economic growth
in rural Pakistan.

Its specific goal is to
create equal incorae and em-
ployment opportunities for
women and men, and to in-
crease the productivity and
profitability of small and
medium enterprises
(SMEs) which are associ-
ated with primary produc-
tion, services and value ad-
dition sectors as far as real
achicvements are con-
cerned, they are before us.
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| Federal Minister announces scholarships to

APP

Quetta: Federal Minister  for
Poverts Alleviation and Sovial
Protection Sved Imran Ahmed
Shah on Thursday anncunced
more scholarships for students of
Balochistan  University,  Garls
! College Pistn and Quetta in

order to improve standand of edu-

caton in the provinee
He sad thai a Pakistan free
from terrorism and unrest is the
| message of Pakistan, we have ©
come forward with sincerity for
the development and prosperity of

Pakistan and Balochistun.  He

expressed  these  views  while

addressing @ semunar organized
on the topic of sustainable envi-
ronment for women entrepre-
neurs

On  this  occasion,  Federal

Minister of State for Fducation
| and Professional Training Wajiha

| Qamar, Speaker  Balochistan
i I

Balochistan’s students for education progress

Awvsembly Captan (retd) Abdul
Khalig Achakzai, Deputy Speaker
Balochistan Assembly  Gharala

Grola, _I‘n\\m\'ul Munister  for
Fducation  Rahecla Hameed
Durram,

Secretan Wommen

Dey ck“px‘v\cvnl‘ Department Saua
Atta, Chiel Executive Otficer of

}

Pakistan Poverty Tvaluation Fund |

Nader Gul Barcach,
Director 1© Minister Rana Suhail
Akhtar and others were present

The Minister Imran Shah said
that he could even sacrifiee his
Bite for the development and pros-
penity  of  Balochistan  and
Pakistan, on durective of PM, |
have brought the vision of the
Quaid-c-Azam, a prosperous
Balochistan, a developed
Pakistan. He said that a narative
message of Pakistan in which we
qll shuuld contribute, a Pakistan
free from terronism and unrest is
the message of Pakistan

Mention A

oty "Independent” quetta
01 AUG 2025

Federal Minister announces
scholarships to Balochistan's
students for education proggess

QUETTA (AP badera!
Mumister for Poverty Adles
Aaion and Seci oty
ton Sved Imon Abmed
Shalt on Thuisday an
nouncad more \'h\".\!\hvi\\
for students of Balochistan
Univensuty, Girls College
Pishin and Quetta w order
o mprove standard of edy
cation i the provinee

He sand thata Pakistan
free from terronsm and un-
restis the message of Paka-
stan, we have to come for-
ward with sincenty tor the
development and prosper-
ity of Pakistan  and
Balochistan,

He expressed these
views while addressing a
seminar organized on the
topic of sustainable envi-
ronment for women entre-
preneurs,

O ths idomen
cral Mumater o Stare o

Fchwation and Profo s
Trammmpe W Y
Speaker Badochston A

sembiy (antag ieidt
Abdul Nhabgq Achaksar,
Deputy Speaker
Balochintan Assembly
Ghazala Gola, Proveeal
Mimster for Bducation
Raheela Hamead Drvam,
Secretary Women Devel
opment Department Saiea
Atta, Chaet Executive (1
ticer of Palistan Poverny
Evaluatton Fund Nader Gul
Barcach, Mentton et
to Mimister Rana Suhatd

Akhtar and others were
present.

The Manister fmean
Shah sud that he could even

Continued on page 2 t

Continued from page 1

sacritice his hfe for the de-
velopment and prospenity
of Balochistan and Paki-
stan, on directive of PM, 1
have brought the vision ot
the Quand-c-Azam, a pros-
perous Balochistan, a de-
velo Pakistan. He sad
that a narrative message ot
Pakistan in which we alt
should contribute, a Paki-
stan free from s
unrest is the message of Pa-
Kistan, Owr chiklren, gurls,
youth, educated people.
provincial antogomy s €
message of Pakistan, the
world woukd wclln Pakustan
that ite nuwlear power,
the m marshal and the
pakistani army, land, navy
and air force have proven
that Pakistan is a power
He said that Modi and In-
dia would not allow more
bullying in the region,
Hazrat Imam Ghazali
has deseribed Hife in the best
way that if there 15 no
knowledge, then the living
and the dead are the same,

31 da 4 i g g

Federal Minister..

i there s know ledge but no
action, then there i loss,
there would be gamn coly
when there is auncenty amd ¢
the one who in succossful
i aneeety is the one who
does not beconwe amogant,
despite having knowledge, |
we are let behind due w0
lack of sinceniny. “We have
done pohticy as an st of
worship, my pokites i ot
for votery vF supportens,
but for beotherhood”, he
satd and added that
Sahiwal, my daughtees ﬁ i
o college o a nokshaw, &
prople of Balochastan are
very close to me. f
© Provinefal Education
Minister Raheela Hameed
Durrani sard that the hand
work should be continued,
when | entered t:i:lws.aml
participated i the el tons
for the tist time, | hooed
many difticulties. Shea, o
lhan{ﬁllhe Federal Mimis
ters . for visiting the
Balochistan with the aim to -
address the provinee 1ssues
which is positive sign for
the area, r

- e
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Seminar held on women empowerment, ecosystems for female
entrepreneurs

Seminar on SUSt~*wable Ecosystems f_~
en .- trepoopeu,

by NEWS WIRE — August 01,2025 in Newspaper, Regional, Quetta, National Q o 9
Quetta - In a powerful display of federal-provincial collaboration, the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), in partnership with the Government of Balochistan,
vesterday successfully hosted a two-day seminar that concluded here on Thursday
under the theme: “Women's Economic Empowerment and Building Sustainable
Ecosystems for Women Entrepreneurs.”

Held under GRASP (Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress)
project, the event sought to strengthen policy dialogue, institutional support, and
community engagement to enhance the role of women, especially in
entrepreneurship, agriculture, and livestock as key drivers of economic development.

First day of the seminar took place at the Governor House on July 30, bringing
together notable federal and provincial leaders, including the Governor of
Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Education, Federal Ministry of Poverty
Alleviation, Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Provincial Minister of Education and
the Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development.

Second day of the seminar, held on July 31, featured the Speaker Provincial Assembly
Balochistan , the Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training , Federal
Ministry for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of
the Balochistan Assembly, along with continued participation from the federal and
provincial leadership, civil society, academia and media.

The two-day series attracted broad participation from women entrepreneurs,
academic institutions, civil society organizations, and community leaders,
establishing it as a truly inclusive, cross-sectoral platform for change.

A central feature of both seminars was the exhibition of women led small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) supported by the GRASP project. These stalls showcased
diverse ventures in agriculture, livestock, food processing, and traditional crafts,
reflecting the ingenuity and resilience of women entrepreneurs across Balochistan.

Former Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, Rahila Durrani, Minister of State for
Federal Education & Professional Training, Wajiha Qamar and other participants at
the concluding event of the two-day seminar ‘Women’s Economic Empowerment and

Building Sustainable Ecosystems for Women Entrepreneurs’ held in Quetta.

Tags: seminar held women

https://www.nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2025-08-01/page-11/detail-6
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Event on advancing women’s economic inclusion held

Our Correspondent  Satumiay, Aug G, 4G 00® £ imoumsiomeon
The
Citizens
Foundation
(TCF)

Help Build an Educated
Pakistan
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lelamabad:-The Government of Balochistan has reaffirmed its commitment to advancing
women'e economic inclusion and development through a high-level seminar zeries under
the EU-funded GRASP project. implemented by the International Trade Centre in
partnership with the Pakiztan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF],

Chanos Booirm with

E.du;atio-n —

The twig-day event. jaintly organised by PPAF, the Government of Balochistan, and
Paigham-e-Pakistan, brought fopether federal and provincial leaders, civil society
representatives, and women entrepreneurs to explore sfrategies for inclusive growth in
agriculture. livestock, and enterprise sectors,

Dr. Rubaba Khan Baledi, Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development, sfressed
the need for institutionalised support across all levels of planning and governance, “This is

ohout syetem-huilding, not short-term projecte.” she said, urging for women's central role in
value chains and digital inclusion nitiatives.

Ghazala Gola, Deputy Speaker of the Balochistian Assembly, called for gender-reaponsive
lawe and dedicated budaets prounded in evidence and political will. “We must close the gap
batween intent and impact,” she emphasised. The seminare also featured exhibitions of
women-led SMEs supported by GRASE. showeasing innovation and regilience from across
the province.

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=422255
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Seminar held on women empowerment, ecosystems for female
entrepreneurs
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by NEWS WIRE — Augus:t 01, 2025 in Newspaper. Regional. Quetta, National ‘ - ‘.

Quetta - In a powerful display of federal-provincial collaboration, the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAT), in partnership with the Government of Balochistan,
yvesterday successfully hosted a two-day seminar that concluded here on Thursday
under the theme: “Women’s Economic Empowerment and Building Sustainable
Ecosystems for Women Entrepreneurs,”

Held under GRASP (Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress)
project, the event sought to strengthen policy dialogue, institutional support, and
community engagement to enhance the role of women, especially in

entrepreneurship, agriculture, and livestock as key drivers of economic development.

First day of the seminar took place at the Governor House on July 30, bringing
together mnotable federal and provincial leaders, including the Governor of
Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Education, Federal Ministry of Poverty
Alleviation, Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Provincial Minister of Education and
the Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development.

Second day of the seminar, held on July 31, featured the Speaker Provincial Assembly
Balochistan , the Federal Minister for Education and Professiomnal Training , Federal
Ministry for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of
the Balochistan Assembly, along with continued participation from the federal and
provincial leadership, civil society;, academia and media.

The two-day series atiracted broad participation from women entrepreneurs,
academic institutdons, civil society organizations, and community leaders,
establishing it as a truly inclusive, cross-sectoral platform for change.

A central feature of both seminars was the exhibition of women led small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) supported by the GRASP project. These stalls showecased
diverse ventures in agriculture, livestock, food processing, and traditional crafis,
reflecting the ingenuity and resilience of women entrepreneurs across Balochistan.

Former Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, Rahila Durrani, Minister of State for
Federal Education & Professional Training, Wajiha Qamar and other participants at
the concluding event of the two-day seminar “Women's Economic Empowerment and
Building Sustainable Ecosystems for Women Entrepreneurs’ held in Quetta.

https://www.nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2025-08-01/page-11/detail-6
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PPAF Govt of Balochistan host seminar on
Women's economic empowerment

Seminar on Sust—Sable Ecosystams ——
w ] trey o e

ISLAMABAD, Jul 31 (APP). The Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), in collaboration with the Government of
Balochistan, organized a two-day seminar titled “Women’s Economic Empowerment and Building Sustainable Ecosystems
for Women Entrepreneurs” under the GRASP (Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress) project.

The event, held in Quetta on July 30—-31, aimed to strengthen policy dialogue, institutional support, and grassroots
engagement to boost the role of women in economic development, particularly in entrepreneurship, agriculture, and
livestock.

The first day of the seminar was hosted at the Governor House, where federal and provincial leaders—including the
Gowvernor of Balochistan, Federal Ministers for Education and FPoverty Alleviation, and provincial ministers—participated in
discussions focused on empowering women as economic drivers.

The second day continued the momentum, featurnng the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, along
with senior government officials, ci

il society representatives, academics, and media. The broad participation reflected a

united commitment to creating inclusive and sustainable economic opportunities for women.

Request a Demo

tiferaft | iferaft Book Now

A highlight of both days was the exhibition of women-led small and medium enterprises (SWIEs) supported by the GRASP
project. Showcasing ventures in agriculture, livestock, food processing, and traditional crafts, the stalls demonstrated the
innowvation and resilience of Balochistan's women entrepreneurs.

WVisiting the exhibition, the Governor praised the entrepreneurial spirit of rural women and stressed the need for continued
institutional and policy support.

The Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly echoed this sentiment, saying that empowering women is not only a social
pricrity but an economic necessity.

The seminars emphasized building ecosystems that give women equal access to finance, digital tools, training, markets,
land ownership, and gender-sensitive policies. Discussions also focused on integrating entreprensurship and vocational
skills into the education system to enable women to lead in various sectors.

Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training stated. "Education is the foundati o~ Iipowerment. By linking

Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training stated, “Education is the foundation of empowerment. By linking
learning with entrepreneurship, we equip women not just to eamn, but to lead.”

Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation added, “Empowerment begins at the grassroots. When women have access to
tools, knowledge, and ownership, they uplift entire communities_”

Deputy Speaker Ghazala Gola stressed the need for data-backed legislation and strategic budgeting to support rural
women, while the Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development called for system-wide planning to place women at
the heart of digital and agricultural developrment.

Senior government officials, including the Director General of Public Relations and secretaries of Women Dewvelopment,
Agriculture, and Planning departments,_ also addressed the event.

The Secretary of Women’'s Dewvelopment said the department was aligned with government goals for inclusive growth,
while the Agriculture Secretary acknowledged the historical under-recognition of women’s contributions and vowed to make
the sector more gender-inclusive.

Academics and researchers added depth to the discussions by providing evidence-based insights on policy gaps, gender
equity, and market access, reinforcing the need for long-term reforms._

The two-day seminar served as a platform for cross_sector collaboration and policy momentum, reaffirming the

commitment to buildina a mMmore inclusive and sustainable economic future for women across Balochistan.

https://www.app.com.pk/national/ppaf-govt-of-balochistan-host-seminar-on-womens-economic-
empowerment/
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Federal Ministers Syed Imran Ahmed Shah and Wajiha Qamar Thurseday said that
87 percent of women in Balochistan are being benefited through the sponsorship
program

QUETTA, {APP - UrduPoint / Pakisian Point Mews - 3128 Jul, 2025) Federal
Ministers Syed kmran Ahmed Shah and Wajiha Qamar Thursday =said that 87
percent of women in Balochistan are being bensefiied through the sponsarship
program.

They said that the purpose of visiting to Balochistan is to listen to the problems of
the people here and make a plan of action to solve them, Pakistan is to be
developed from developing, educatied Pakistan and youlh are the message of
Pakistan and the federal government is working for the development of the country.

They expressed these views while addreszing a press conference at a local hotel in
Csetta hers.

On dhia cocasion, Provincial Education Minister Rahesla Hameed Durrani, Secretary
Women Development Department Saira Atta, Director General Information
Departrment Noor Khetran, Chief Executive Officer of Pakistan Poverty Evaluation
Fund Madir Gul Bareach, Mention Direcior to Minister Rana Suhail Akhtar and others
were also preseni

Syed imran Ahmed Shah said that he ia viaiting Balochiatan on the inatructions of
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharifin order to end poverty afier listening the problemns
of Balochiztan's people and solve them:

He said that we have attended seminars in Quetia with the PPAF team, owr ministry
iz working ko zliminate poverty in Pakistian, especially in Balochistan saying that
PPAF and BRSF have done a lot of services for the entire Balochistan, we would
fulfill the shartcomings through the ministry. We will make all the programs more
effective. Pakizian Baitul Mal iz slzo doing 2 lot of wark. We have to maks Pakisizn
developed from developing to developed, free from target killing and fermorism, he
mentionad.

The Minister said that cur ministry is working for the betterment of Pakistan,
Educated Pakistan and the youth are the message of Pakistan. it is more important
to listen to the people of Balochistan, which has not been heard so far

He said that the government of Pakistan is working for the development of the
cowntry, millicns of women are benefiting under the Benazir Kafalat Proegram, in the
next B to 10 months, and changes would be seen in Balocdhistan.

He said that 27 percent of women in Balochistan are being benefited through the
Kafalat Program, the children of Balochistan are full of potential.

Fedsral Minister of State for Education and Profession Training Wajihae Oamear, said
that the theory of Balochistan that was brought,

the reality turmed out to be different from that, | saw the brilliance in the yowth of
Balochistan, | alao saw many shortcomings in the province, but the efforts that are
being mMmade also nead to be seen.

Separate ascholarships are given for BEalochistan. If skills are taught here according
to mining and fishing, then the youth do not show interest in it. There iz a lack of
linkages_ It reeds to be improved, she mentioned.

She said that many institutions in Balochistan are doing wery good woark. PPAF
Chief Executive Madir Gul Barsach =aid that hundreds of practical project=s are
being launched in the month of Pakistan's independanca, which inclhsde 600
matching grants, tree plantation and other projects. Independence iz a great
blessing and all Pakistanis should celebrate it in a grand manner.

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/87-of-women-in-balochistan-being-benefited-2023588.html
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Govt, PPAF organize two-day event in advancing women's economic

inclusion

OY NEWSDESK AUGUST 01, 2025

Quetta: The Government of Balochistan has reaffirmed its dedication to empowenng women economically through a high-level
seminar series under the EU-funded Growth for Rursl Advancement and Sustaineble Progress (GRASP) project. Organized in
collaboration with the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and Paigharm-e-Pakistan, the two-day event brought together key
stakeholders to chart strategies for inclusive growth in egniculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors.

According to & press release issued on Friday, the seminar convened federal and provinciel leaders, civil society representatives, and
WOITIEN entreprenewrs 1o identify actionable steps for integrating women into the economic mainstream. The event highlighted the
provinee's strategic focus on embedding gender equity in govemance and economic planning

Cr. Rubaba Khan Baledi, Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development, underscored the importance of institutionalizing
support for women, noting that real progress requires long-temm systerm-building rather than short-term interventions. She advocated
far women 1o play a central role in value chains and digital inclusion programs

Echoing the call for structural change, Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, Ghazala Gola, urged the implementation of
genderresponsive laws and budget allocations backed by data end political resclve. “We must close the gap between intent and
impact she stated.

Secretary of the Women Development Department, Saire Atta, pledged to secure women's representation at all levels of government
and foster stronger collaboration across departments, calling it essential for good povernance,

The seminar also featured exhibitions showcasing innovative wamen-led small and medium enterprises {SMEs) supported by

GRASE highlighting the creativity and resélience of women entrepreneurs ecross Balochistan, The event reaffirmed the provincial
leadership’s commitment to creating a supportive ecosystem for women-led growth

https://ptv.com.pk/ptvworld/newsdetail/10155
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Balochistan Government Boosts
Women's Economic Inclusion Through
GRASP Seminar Series

By A Jaan - Assgasr §, ZHES o> a3 -

The Govermment of Balochistamn has reaffirmmed its commitment to adwvancing women's

economic inclusion and development through a high-level seminar series under the EU-
funded GRASP project, miplemented by fhe Intermational Trade Centre in partnership with
the Pakistan Powverty Alleviation Fund (PP&F}. The two-day ewvent, jointly organised by PPAF,
the Gowernment of Balochistan, and Paigham-e-Paksistan, brought together federal and
provincial leaders; civil society representatives, and women entreprencsurs to explore

strategies for inclusive growth in agrnculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors.

D= FRubaba Khan Baledi, Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development, stressed
the need for institutionalised support across all levels of planning and governance. "This i=s
about system-building, nokt short-term projects,” she said, urging for women's cenvtral role

in value chaimns and digital inclusron mitiateves.

Ghazala Gola, Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Aszembly, called for gender-responsive
laws and dedicated budgets grounded in evidence and political will. “We must close the gap

between intent and impact,” she emphasised.

Secretary Women Development Department, M=, Saira Atta, pledged to ensure women's
representation at every level of government and promote stronger inter-departmental

collaboration, calling it @ governance imperative.

The seminars also featured exhibitions of women-led SMEs supported by GRASP,
showcasing innovation and resilience from across the province. The event reinforced the
provincial leadership’s resolve to create an enabling environment for women-led growth

and embed gender equity into the core of governance and economic planning.

https://247news.com.pk/?p=18406
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Economic Empowerment
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o) The Government of Bolochiston reaffirmed its commitment to advancing women's development and economic inclusion

during a high-level seminar series held in Quetta under the EU funded GRASP project which is being implemented
Internaticnal Trade Centre in portnership with Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF). The two-day event was jointly
organised by PPAF, Government of Bolochiston and Poigham-e-Pakistan. The seminars brought together federol and
provincial leaders whe together shared their learnings and discussed pothways to move forward with an integrated
oppreach. Event also sow participation from civil scciety, and women entrepreneurs to explore pathways for inclusive growth
across agriculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors.

Representing women in Balochistan and government's mandate Dr. Rubaba Khan Baledi, Advisor to the Chief Minister on
Women Development emphasised the importance of institutionalising support fer women across all levels of planning and
implementation. *This is about system-building, not short-term projects. Whether it's livestock value chains or digital
inclusion, wornen must be central to all development planning. Without embedding gender equity in governance and

Speaking to the ceremony, Ms. Ghozala Gola, Deputy Speaker Provincial Assembly, Bolochistan echoed the need for strategic
action, calling for gender-responsive policies and dedicated budgets. “We need laws and budgets that are not symbolic but
strategic, policies and actions grounded in dato, evidence, and political will to uplift women, especially in rural sectors. Only

then can we close the gap between intent and impact” she noted.

Msz. Saira Atta, Secretary Wornen Development Department also groced the event and recffirmed the department's mission
to institutionalise gender representation across all government departments.“We will ensure women's representation at
every level and foster stronger inter-departmental collaboration to deliver meaningful change. his is not just a gender issue
it's o governance imperative” she stated.

The Ministry of Women Development and wornen political representatives from Balochistan strongly resonated with PPAF's
mission of fostering inclusive economic growth and advancing women's empowerment. Their active participation
underscored the Government of Balochistan's collective will to strengthen gender-responsive governance and create an
enabling environment for women-led growth in agriculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors. The event also featured

exhibitions of women-led SMEs supported by GRASP, showcasing innovation and resilience from across the province.

By convening diverse actors and reinforcing leadership at the highest levels, the seminar series marked a significant step

forward in shaping inclusive and sustainable development pathways with wornen leading the way.

https://theneutral.pk/balochistan-leadership-reaffirms-commitment-to-womens-economic-empowerment/
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QUETTA

In a powerful display of federal-provincial collaboration, the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), in
partnership with the Government of Balochistan, successfully hosted a two-day seminar that concluded
on Thursday under the theme: “Women's Economic Empowerment and Building Sustainable Ecosystems
for Women Entrepreneurs.”

Held in Quetta under GRASP (Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress) project, the
event sought to strengthen policy dialogue, institutional support, and community engagement to enhance
the role of women, especially in entrepreneurship, agriculture, and livestock as key drivers of economic
development.

The first seminar took place at the Governor House on July 30, bringing together notable federal and
provincial leaders, including the Governor of Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Education, Federal
Ministry of Poverty Alleviation, Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Provincial Minister of Education and the
Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development.

The second seminar, held on July 31, featured the Speaker Provincial Assembly Balochistan , the Federal
Minister for Education and Professional Training , Federal Ministry for Poverty Alleviation and Social
Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, along with continued participation
from the federal and provincial leadership, civil society, academia and media.

The two-day series attracted broad paricipation from women entrepreneurs, academic institutions, civil
society organizations, and community leaders, establishing it as a truly inclusive, cross-sectoral platform
for change.

A central feature of both seminars was the exhibition of women led small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
supported by the GRASP project. These stalls showcased diverse ventures in agriculture, livestock, food
processing, and traditional crafts, reflecting the ingenuity and resilience of women entrepreneurs across
Balochistan.

https://greenpost.com.pk/seminar-held-on-womens-economic-empowerment-sustainable-ecosystems-for-female-entrepreneurs/
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empowerment, sustainable ecosystems
for female entrepreneurs’
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Former Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, Rahila Durrani, Minister of State for Federal Education & Professional Training, Wajiha Qamar
and other participants at the concuding event of the two-day seminar “VWomen's Economic Empowerment and Building Sustainable Ecosystems for
Wemen Entrepreneurs' held in Quetta.

QUETTA

In a powerful display of federal-provinclal collaboration, the Pakistan Powverty Allewviation Fund (PPAF), Im
partmership with the Gowvermnment of Balochistan, successfully hosted a two-day serminar that concluded
o Thursday under the thernmeae: "Wéormen's Ecomnomic Emposeerment and Building Sustainable Ecosysternns
for wWormen Entrepranaurs.”

Held in Quetta under SRASP (Growth for Rural Advancerment and Sustainable Progress) project, the ewvent
sought to strengthan polcy dialogue. INnstimutional support, and community engagament to enhance the

role of wormen, especially n entreprencsurship, agrculture, and vestock as key drivers of ecomnomilc
clewebopreemt

The first serminar took place at the Govermnor House on July 20, brimngirng together notabhle federal amd
prowvincial leadars, including the Gowarmor of Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Educaticn, Fedsral
riNistry of Powearty alleviation., Prowvincial pdinister of Aagriculoore, Prowincial mtMinister of Eduwcation and the
Aucheisor o the Chief pPMinister on Wormen Dewveloprmmerit.

The second seminar,. held on July 31, feawred the Speaker Prowvincial Aassembly Balochistan . the Federal
Minister for Education and Professional Training | Federal Ministry for Powverty Alleviatiocon amnd Social
Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, along with contimnuved participation
from thee federal and prowvincial leadership, civil society. acadaemia and meaediac

The twwo-day =eries attracted broad participation from vwomen entrepreneswrs, acadamic institoticns, ciwvil
society organizations. and community leaders, establishing it as a truly inclusive, cross-sectoral platform
for change.

- Sudhrerticement -

BEHTAREEN Save the Legal
sliansalls Cigarette Industry.
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e —— Stop lllegal Cigarette Trade.

A central feature of both seminars vwas the exhibiticon of vwornen led small and medionn enterprises (ShMEs)
supportad by the SRASE project. Thease stalls showcased diverse wvaenbures in agriculture, livestock, foodd
processing. and raditional crafis, refMecting the imrgenuity and resilience of wormen entreprenaurs across
Balochistan.

https://thepublicpurview.com/seminar-held-on-womens-economic-empowerment-sustainable-ecosystems-for-female-entrepreneurs/
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Tn & powerhul display of fegeral-provincal collaboration, the Pakistan Poverly Alleviation

Fund (PRAF], in partnership with the Govermement of Balochistan, Successiully hosted & Dao- Tog naeds Zvrms, Gaut acvants ot Canccan
day samings that concluded on Thissday pidess Lhie Cherres “Woimen's Boonoenic Cpan

Empirearrrant and Bullding Sustainable Ecosystens for Weenen Enlraprenatirs.”

Held in Quetta under GRASP (Growth Tor Ruwral Advancement and Sustainabie Progress)
project, the svent soughl o strengthen polcy dislogus, istitulional Ssupport, and
Coimrmunily entsgement i anhancs the: rola of wormen, especially in enlresnenaurshin,
agreadiure; and vestack & kay drivers. of aconomic development.

The vt sesmifiar ook place &t the Goyvernor Houss on July 30, bringing togsther putalle
lederal and provinda |eaders, induding the Gowermor of Balochistas, the Faderal Minster
[ Efucation, Faderal Minsiey of Poverty Alleviation, Prosendal Minister of fgriculiune,
Prorviticial Minister of Bducstion and the Advisor o the Ohiel Minisier on Wormen
Dievalaprrienl

The second serminen held on July 31, Testured the Speaker Provincial Assesnbly Balochisban
» the Faderal Minkter for Blucalion amd Professional Training , Federal Minstry for Poverty
Abeviation snd Sociat Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assernbly,
along wath exntinued participation firorn the federal and provincial leadsrship, chil spcaty,
acaderréa and rmedia.

The Dwee-stay corped altracted broad partiapation Inorm wormen entreprenesrs, academic
irmstitutions, dvl sodety oroanizetons, and communily leaders, establishing i©as a truly
inclushhe, crees-secioeal platfonm for change,

i ceniiral Feature of both seminars was the exhibian ol wamens el ansll and medurn
enferprices (SMES | supported by te GRASP projed.

These sials showcased diverse venlures in agsicolture, livestock, food processing, and
traditional crafs, reflacting the ingensty and refisnce of women eniresransury Scrss
Balixciistan.

https://leadpakistan.com.pk/news/seminar-held-on-womens-economic-empowerment-sustainable-
ecosystems-for-female-entrepreneurs/
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