
MEDIA COVERAGE REPORT

Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress
(GRASP)

GENDER SEMINARS
Governor House & Serena Hotel, Quetta

July 30th and 31st, 2025



PRESS RELEASE (ENGLISH)

Quetta, July 31, 2025 — In a powerful display of federal-provincial collaboration, the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), in partnership with 
the Government of Balochistan, successfully hosted a two-day seminar series on July 30 and 31 under the theme: “Women’s Economic Empower-
ment and Building Sustainable Ecosystems for Women Entrepreneurs.”
Held in Quetta under GRASP (Growth for Rural Advancement and Sustainable Progress) project, the event sought to strengthen policy dialogue, 
institutional support, and community engagement to enhance the role of women, especially in entrepreneurship, agriculture, and livestock as key 
drivers of economic development.
The �rst seminar took place at the Governor House on July 30, bringing together notable federal and provincial leaders, including the Governor of 
Balochistan, the Federal Minister for Education, Federal Ministry of Poverty Alleviation, Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Provincial Minister of 
Education and the Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development.
The second seminar, held on July 31, featured the Speaker Provincial Assembly Balochistan , the Federal Minister for Education and Professional 
Training , Federal Ministry for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of Pakistan, the Deputy Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly, along with contin-
ued participation from the federal and provincial leadership, civil society, academia and media.
The two-day series attracted broad participation from women entrepreneurs, academic institutions, civil society organizations, and community 
leaders, establishing it as a truly inclusive, cross-sectoral platform for change.
A central feature of both seminars was the exhibition of women led small and medium enterprises (SMEs) supported by the GRASP project. These 
stalls showcased diverse ventures in agriculture, livestock, food processing, and traditional crafts, re�ecting the ingenuity and resilience of women 
entrepreneurs across Balochistan.
Visiting the exhibition, the Governor of Balochistan stated:
“Women across Balochistan are playing a vital role in agriculture and rural enterprise. Their e�orts must be matched with sustained institutional 
support and policy recognition.”
Echoing this, the Speaker of Provincial Assembly Balochistan emphasised:
“Women’s empowerment is not only a social priority but an economic necessity. We are committed to creating a policy environment where 
women-led businesses can thrive sustainably.”
The seminars highlighted the critical need to develop sustainable and inclusive ecosystems that enable women to participate fully in economic life. 
Key discussions focused on access to �nance, digital tools, markets, training, land rights, and gender-sensitive policies for sectors like agriculture and 
livestock.
The Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training remarked:
“Education is the �rst pillar of empowerment. By integrating entrepreneurship and vocational skills into our education system, we prepare women 
not just to earn but to lead.”
Federal Minister of Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of Pakistan added: “Economic empowerment begins at the grassroots. When women are 
equipped with tools, knowledge, and ownership, entire communities advance.”
Deputy Speaker Ghazala Gola called for strategic interventions:
“We need laws and budgets that are not symbolic but strategic—grounded in data, evidence, and political will to uplift women, especially in rural 
sectors.”
The Advisor to the Chief Minister on Women Development stressed:
“This is about system-building, not short-term projects. Whether it’s livestock value chains or digital inclusion, women must be central to all develop-
ment planning.”
DG Public Relation and Secretaries of di�erent government departments like Women Development, Planning and Development and Agriculture also 
graced the event. While the Secretary of Women Development Department said, “The department is fully aligned with government priorities for 
inclusive and sustainable development for economic growth of the province.” Secretary of Agriculture acknowledged the gap in recognition of 
women’s contributions:
“Women have historically been under-recognized in agriculture and livestock. Our focus now is on making these sectors truly inclusive and 
gender-responsive.”
The seminars were further enriched by active engagement from academia, including faculty, students, and researchers who brought 
evidence-based insights into policy, market access, and gender equity. Their contributions introduced long-term perspectives essential for systemic 
reform.
In addition, the strong presence of civil society organizations and community leaders ensured that discussions remained grounded in real world 
challenges and aspirations transforming the event from a policy forum into a community informed call to action.



PRESS RELEASE (URDU)

 اس�م آباد ()وفاقی وزیر مملکت برائے تعلیم وجیہہ قمر نے کہا کہ تعلیم، خودمختاری کی پہلی سیڑھی ہے اور حکومت خواتین کو
 قائدانہ کردار کے لیے تیار کر رہی ہے۔ وفاقی وزیر غربت مکاؤ کے مطابق، ‘‘جب خواتین کو وسائل، علم اور اختیار ملتا ہے تو پورا
 معا¤ہ ترقی کرتا ہے،ان خیا¢ت کا اظہار انہوں نے پاکستان پاورٹی ایلیویشن فنڈ اور حکومت بلوچستان کے اش�اک سے خواتین کی
 معاشی خودمختاری اور کاروباری ترقی کے موضوع پر دو روزہ سیمینارز میں منعقد ہوئے۔ کوئٹہ میں منعقدہ سیمینار  کا مقصد
 خواتین کو اقتصادی ترقی میں فعال کردار کے لیے پالیسی سطح پر ح¬یت، ادارہ جاتی تعاون اور کمیونٹی شمولیت کو فروغ دینا

 تھا۔تقریبات میں وفاقی و صوبائی قیادت، خواتین کاروباری شخصیات، سول سوسائٹی، تعلیمی اداروں اور میڈیا ±ائندوں نے بھرپور
 ¤کت کی۔ پہلے روز گورنر ہاؤس میں ہونے والے سیمینار میں گورنر بلوچستان، وفاقی وزیر تعلیم، وفاقی وزیر غربت مکاؤ، صوبائی
 وزراء اور وزیراعلیٰ کے مشیر برائے خواتین ترقی ¤یک ہوئے، جبکہ دو¹ے روز اسپیکر اور ڈپٹی اسپیکر صوبائی اسمبلی سمیت

اعلیٰ حکام نے خطاب کیا۔
 سیمینارز کے دوران خواتین کی ¹براہی میں چلنے والے چھوٹے اور درمیانے درجے کے کاروباروں کی خصوصی ±ائش بھی ہوئی،

 جس میں زراعت، ¢ئیو اسٹاک، فوڈ پروسیسنگ اور دستکاریوں کے اسٹالز شامل تھے۔ گورنر بلوچستان نے کہا کہ صوبے کی خواتین
 زراعت اور دیہی معیشت میں کلیدی کردار ادا کر رہی ہیں اور ان کی کوششوں کا ادارہ جاتی سطح پر اع�اف ناگزیر ہے۔ اسپیکر
 صوبائی اسمبلی نے خواتین کی معاشی خودمختاری کو ‘‘س¬جی ترجیح کے ساتھ معاشی Ãورت’’ قرار دیا اور پالیسی ساز ماحول

کی فراہمی پر زور دیا۔
 ڈپٹی اسپیکر غزالہ گو¢ نے مطالبہ کیا کہ خواتین کی ترقی کے لیے قانون سازی اور بجٹ محض ع�متی نہیں بلکہ عملی بنیادوں ‘‘

پر ہوں۔
 مشیر وزیراعلیٰ برائے خواتین ترقی نے زور دیا کہ یہ محض مختÊ منصوبوں کا نہیں بلکہ نظام سازی کا عمل ہے، جس میں خواتین

 کو مرکزیت دینی ہوگی۔ محکمۂ خواتین ترقی، منصوبہ بندی و ترقی، اور زراعت کے سیکریٹریز نے بھی خواتین کے لیے پائیدار
اقدامات پر روشنی ڈالی۔

 ماہرین کے مطابق، تعلیمی اداروں، سول سوسائٹی اور کمیونٹی رہن¬ؤں کی بھرپور ¤کت نے ان سیمینارز کو ایک مؤثر اور عملی
 پلیٹ فارم میں تبدیل کر دیا، جس کے ذریعے خواتین کی معاشی ترقی کے لیے زمینی حقائق پر مبنی حکمت عملی وضع کی جا

سکے گی



PRESS RELEASE (ENGLISH)

Balochistan Leadership Rea�rms Commitment to Women’s Economic Empowerment
The Government of Balochistan rea�rmed its commitment to advancing women’s development and economic inclusion 
during a high-level seminar series held in Quetta under the EU funded GRASP project which is being implemented 
International Trade Centre in partnership with Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF). The two-day event was jointly 
organised by PPAF, Government of Balochistan and Paigham-e-Pakistan. The seminars brought together federal and 
provincial leaders who together shared their learnings and discussed pathways to move forward with an integrated 
approach. Event also saw participation from civil society, and women entrepreneurs to explore pathways for inclusive 
growth across agriculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors.
Representing women in Balochistan and government’s mandate Dr. Rubaba Khan Baledi, Advisor to the Chief Minister on 
Women Development emphasised the importance of institutionalising support for women across all levels of planning 
and implementation. “This is about system-building, not short-term projects. Whether it’s livestock value chains or digital 
inclusion, women must be central to all development planning. Without embedding gender equity in governance and 
economic planning, sustainable development will remain out of reach” she stated. 
Speaking to the ceremony, Ms. Ghazala Gola, Deputy Speaker Provincial Assembly, Balochistan echoed the need for 
strategic action, calling for gender-responsive policies and dedicated budgets. “We need laws and budgets that are not 
symbolic but strategic, policies and actions grounded in data, evidence, and political will to uplift women, especially in 
rural sectors. Only then can we close the gap between intent and impact” she noted.
Ms. Saira Atta, Secretary Women Development Department also graced the event and rea�rmed the department’s 
mission to institutionalise gender representation across all government departments.“We will ensure women’s representa-
tion at every level and foster stronger inter-departmental collaboration to deliver meaningful change. his is not just a 
gender issue it's a governance imperative” she stated.
The Ministry of Women Development and women political representatives from Balochistan strongly resonated with 
PPAF’s mission of fostering inclusive economic growth and advancing women’s empowerment. Their active participation 
underscored the Government of Balochistan’s collective will to strengthen gender-responsive governance and create an 
enabling environment for women-led growth in agriculture, livestock, and enterprise sectors. The event also featured 
exhibitions of women-led SMEs supported by GRASP, showcasing innovation and resilience from across the province.
By convening diverse actors and reinforcing leadership at the highest levels, the seminar series marked a signi�cant step 
forward in shaping inclusive and sustainable development pathways with women leading the way.
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